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The Relationship between Magick and the Craft

When the word “Magick” is mentioned, people will either think of David
Copperfield or see images of Snow White's evil stepmother standing over her
cauldron concocting a poisonous brew amidst puffs of brightly colored smoke
which are released as each vile ingredient is added, all the while chanting
incantations in a language that could only be demonic in nature.

Occult magick (as opposed to David Copperfield’s sleight of hand magic), has
long been considered by many as the domain of Witchcraft. This is in actual
fact not true. Magick is a universal gift. It is studied and performed by most
Pagans, regardless of the path they follow. Taking the matter further, I would
venture to say that even Christians, Hindus and other ‘none-Witch’ people
have all unwittingly cast spells and performed magick, even if they do not
care to know about it. Perhaps, as the story develops, this statement will be
better understood.

So, what is Magick and what is it not?

Magick is about transformation. Practitioners of Magick firstly request the
assistance and blessings of their Deity/ies. This is important because the
energies of the natural world and self are both manifestations of the energy
of Deity. Receiving the blessing of Deity strengthens these energies.

The practitioner harnesses the energies of the natural world and charges
these energies with his or her own personal power (often referred to as
intent). The raised energy is released and directed to affect the change or
manifestation.

Magick is neither good nor bad, but totally neutral. It is the intent of the
practitioner that will cause the effect of the magick to be positive or negative.
Black Magick means that the neutral energy of Magick was directed to affect
a change or manifestation by someone with ill intent. White Magick means
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that the neutral energy of Magick was directed to affect a change or
manifestation by someone with good intent. Grey Magick means that the
neutral energy of Magick was directed to affect a change or manifestation by
someone who intended good, but who failed to consider the possible negative
repercussions of the spell.

Magick can only be used to change that which is changeable. In example, it
can be used to heal an operation wound, but not to cause the re-growth of a
kidney. It is also not a crutch. The Universe endowed all of us with many
abilities (physical, mental, emotional, and spiritual) and expects us to use it.
Magick is only intended as a supplement. Magick is not a parlor game. It is
an art that should be studied seriously and treated with respect.

Now, let us return to the statement that many ordinary people have
unwittingly practiced the Art of spell casting. Here is an example: “John
Walters is critically ill and has been admitted to the ICU ward of the local
hospital. His wife and son are allowed to be with him. They take hands and
pray to their Deity (for instance Jesus). They ask that John be cured. During
the prayer they visualize a healthy John, going home with them. (This is an
involuntary visualization). The emotion they experience and their spirituality
during prayer raise energy. The ‘Amen’ after the prayer is the equivalent of
'So Mote it Be’ and releases the energy. They are devout Christians and
believe (have faith) that there will be Divine intervention to restore their
beloved husband and father to them. John starts healing and health is
restored quite rapidly.” Does this situation not contain most of the elements
of magick? Magick can cause miracles to happen for anybody.

What is Witchcraft?

Witchcraft is a positive, earthy religion dedicated to the Goddess and the
God. The earth and all it contains are manifestations of Their energies and
are subsequently treated with a great deal deference and respect by all
Witches. Witches celebrate the 8 cycles of the Sun (Sabbats) and the 13
cycles of the Moon (Esbats) in honor of the Goddess and the God.

Witchcraft is often referred to as the “Craft of the Wise” because traditionally,
Witches were the healers, the mid-wives, the ‘wise ones’ who understood the
herbs and plants and had the knowledge to apply these for curative
purposes. They were also the diviners and the mediums, the spell casters
and the advisors in their communities.

How does Magick relate to Witchcraft?

Magick, to most Witches, is a gift from the Goddess and God. As a result,
magick is interwoven in daily life. Cooking, cleaning, playing and studying all
contain elements of magick. Let me explain. In cooking, a Witch may choose
foods that may enhance the concentration of a child preparing for an exam.
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When she prepares and cooks the foods, she may use an incantation,
visualization and energy to charge the food with intent. During cleaning, the
Witch may use the opportunity to clear negative energies in addition to
removing dust.

Magick may also be performed as and when it is needed. A Witch may be
asked to assist with the healing of a sick child by enhancing the efficacy of
the prescribed doctor’s medication he or she is using. The Witch will then -
that same day - perform a ritual and spell, in the magick circle, to aid the
healing of the child.

Major works of Magick are often performed during Esbats and Sabbats. Spells
done at these times are believed to have enhanced power. As a result, more
complicated or difficult spells are reserved for those celebrations.

Whilst Magick is not the exclusive domain of the Witch, it is a traditional,
honored and integral aspect of the Craft. Whilst some Witches may not
practice Magick at all, most continue to do so in order to create positive
change, offer healing and afford protection.

“So Mote it Be.”

Click Here to See for Yourself!
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